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More than 1,000 people 
responded to a district 
survey in early May re-

garding the possibility of chang-
ing to a later school start time for 
students starting in 2019-2020 or 
beyond. 

The district is exploring later 
start times based on a recommen-
dation from the American Pediatric 
Association about the importance 
of teen sleep – and how start times 
before 8:30 a.m. adversely impact 
adolescents’ health and well-being. 
Research shows: 

• Teens require 8.5 to 9.5 hours of 
sleep per night for optimal health
• Most physicians agree that 

mental and physical wellness is 
directly correlated to optimal sleep
• Under age 10, and again in 

middle age, the biological clock 
functions to allow sleepiness to 
occur by 9 to 10 p.m. and wakeful-
ness to occur in the early morning. 
During the preteen years, the clock 
shifts forward so that tiredness 
does not come until around 11 
p.m., resulting in a later “awake” 
morning time
• Sleep loss in teens often 

leads to feeling despondent or 
depressed; impaired driving; irri-
tability, moodiness, lack of concen-
tration and inability to remember 
previously learned information
• Three studies show starting 

school later leads to 23 to 60 min-
utes more sleep for teens

“The research on later start 
seems to strongly support our 
strategic plan vision of helping 
students reach their full potential,” 
said superintendent Mark Wen-
zel. “Both in terms of academic 
readiness and social-emotional 
well-being, more sleep has a big 
impact.” 

Among the 1,049 survey respon-
dents, including students, staff 
and parents, 60 percent supported 
the change, 29 percent opposed 
it and 11 percent said they were 
undecided. 

“The survey was not intended 
to be an official vote, but just a 
snapshot of where the school and 
parent community is on this issue 
to provide guidance to the board 
and administration on whether 
we should look more closely at 
it,” said Wenzel. “Based on the 

results, we will continue to dig 
into the logistics to see if we can 
make it work. That will include 
schedule options and actions to 
mitigate concerns that have been 
brought forward.” 

Public forums
In addition to the survey, the 

district offered two public forums 
last month, one in the morning 
and one in the evening, to collect 
feedback. About 30 participants 
attended the forums.

Many of the themes in the fo-
rums echoed feedback from the 
surveys: 
• Overall support for the re-

search and the idea of a later start 
for middle and high schoolers

• Opposition to a later start 
time for elementary students
• General concerns about stu-

dents getting home late from 
athletics and activities
• Impacts on students missing 

more class because of athletics 
and activities
•  Impacts on family work 

schedules

Bellingham example
This year, Bellingham Public 

Schools introduced later start for 
secondary schools. Elementary 
school goes from 8 am to 2:30 
pm, high schools from 8:30 to 
3:15 pm and middle schools from 

9:15 to 3:45. 
“We’ve really seen a difference 

in our students. They look more 
rested, alert, and we don’t have 
near the number of tardies we 
previously had,” said Bellingham 
High School principal Linda 
Miller. She added that the biggest 
challenge to the new start time 
has been athletic events and the 
loss of instructional time.

In the Anacortes survey, some 
survey respondents suggested 
simply flipping the elementary 
and secondary schedules. AHS 
and AMS currently start at 7:30, 
while Whitney, Island View and 
Mt. Erie start between 9:00 and 
9:10. Fidalgo starts at 8:15. 

“The challenge in flipping is 
that elementary would start quite 
early, and secondary would get 
out quite late,” said Wenzel. “At 
the same time, we heard from 
many families and staff that 
pushing start times later for el-
ementary is undesirable.” 

Transportation 
Transportation is a sticking 

point. At present, because of 
school choice, all buses go to all 
schools every morning. It creates 
an inefficient system, said Wenzel. 

“It may be something the board 
and administration decide to look 
at as part of this process,” he said. 

To view the videos on teen 
sleep cycles and sleep research, 
as well as the district’s feasibility 
study on school start times, visit 
asd103.org.

Anacortes parent Rob Nichols and his son, AHS freshman Cooper Nichols, 
join a discussion about school start times at a community forum on May 
21 at Island View Elementary. 

Anacortes  High  School  Spanish  teacher  Jean  Hallingstad  retires  this  year  after  26  years  in  the  classroom. Hallingstad  graduated  from  AHS  in  1974. 
Hallingstad credits her students with teaching her as much about herself as she learned about them. 
 

District celebrates retirees’ service to children
It’s a big year for goodbyes 

as more than a dozen 
staff members retire from 

Anacortes School District 
this June. For some, the time 
is right. For many, it’s bit-
tersweet. And for all, it’s a 
celebration of the children they 
served.

Retirees championed stu-
dents’ individuality and the 
unique ways children learn. A 
twinkle in the eye, a moment 
of clarity and a simple hug are 
the gifts these retirees have 
received in their years with 
our kids.

We offer our heartfelt grati-
tude; best wishes and an open 
invitation for future visits.

Jean Hallingstad,  
AHS Spanish teacher 

Jean Hallingstad started her 26-
year career in the district as an 
aide for the Learning Opportu-

nities Center. The 1974 graduate 
of AHS was also the farmer of 
Secret Harbor before being hired 
to teach Spanish at the high 
school. She knew she wanted 
to be a teacher when she was 
in high school. Always the shy 
student, she started the first liter-
ary magazine at the school, and 
as a result, she blossomed; she 
also discovered there were other 
kids like her, and she wanted to 
help those kids. Hallingstad has 

District examines feedback on school start times 

art & poetry
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learned from her students, too. 
Probably the biggest learning 
occurred when she returned to 
work after her son Lowen passed 
away. “I gained a much stronger 
appreciation for their stories. We 

all have loss. We’re in this to-
gether,” she said. Don’t expect to 
see Hallingstad on a regular basis 
as her retirement plans include 
traveling to visit her daughters, 
both of whom live overseas.

Jean Lungren, 
AHS counselor

For 45 years, Jean Lungren 
has been educating chil-
dren, either by teaching (el-

ementary music) or counseling. 
The past 25 of those have been 
here in Anacortes, where the 
highlight for her has been work-
ing individually with students. 

RETIREES
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Shout outs
inspiring teacher

It will be hard to find a better teacher 
than Abigail Ross at Island View. She 

nurtures and cares for the children in her 
class like a mother, yet at the same time, 
keeps them in check with strict discipline. 
She teaches them to think for themselves 
while also learning the rules. Ms. Ross, 
we will miss you. 

Amanda Baltazar, parent  

testing coordinator

A big shout out for Tanika Campbell, 
testing coordinator at Anacortes High 

School. Advanced Placement testing 
has very stringent rules to follow for the 
implementation of the test, incidents, 
confidentiality, security, timeliness and 
even the manner of how the materials 
are to be returned. Tanika worked closely 
with teachers, counselors, students and 
proctors to have the process go smoothly 
and timely. Wonderful job, Tanika. 

Pauline Bonner

attitude matters

Mt. Erie third grade teacher Jill Strain-
er’s positive attitude and care for her 

third grade class has greatly influenced 
my son. She works diligently with each 
student and creates a healthy learning 
environment. I love the personal emails 
on things my son struggles with, as well 
as the obstacles he has overcome. 

Michelle Smale, parent

library helper

Robin McSpadden 
is a Mt. Erie parent 

who helps in the library 
every week and gave 
extra special help for 
both our book fairs this 
year. She came every 
day, staying most of the 
day to make sure there 
was help before and af-
ter school, during lunch 
recess and in between! 
Robin helps students 

find books that are a good fit, nurturing 
their love of reading.  

Nancy White, Mt. Erie library

gym floor 
A huge shout out to the AMS P.E. 

Department of Barb Cicotte, Val 
Holtgeerts, Brian Tiland and Pat Swapp. 
A rare opportunity to get our gym floor 
refinished popped up suddenly, and they 
were all on board making major unit and 
lesson plan changes because the gym will 
be shut down until early June. I want to 
thank them for their incredible flexibility, 
cooperation and cohesiveness to make 
this a possibility. 

Mark Perkins,  
AMS assistant principal  

challenge support

I would like to recognize Cindy Simon-
sen for creating a wonderful Challenge 

program and multiple options for dif-
ferentiated instruction. Thanks so much 
for keeping these kids challenged and 
motivated throughout the years! Have a 
great retirement. 

Evie Wehrhahn, parent

serving others 
Each year a dedicated team of national 

service AmeriCorps volunteers pro-
vides full-time assistance in our schools to 
strengthen academic outcomes for youth. 
Washington Reading Corps members 
Katherine Auditor, Kim Bone, Kiersten 
Mara and Justin Winslow deserve a huge 
shout out for their support of literacy 
programs in our district. They truly 
embody Washington Reading Corps’ 
vision: “Serving others is a way of life.” 
In addition, AmeriCorps VISTA member 
Melissa Davis set the highest bar possible 
in creating a strong foundation for future 
learning in the first year of a beginning 
coding program at Island View. We are so 
thankful for each member’s service! 

Keiko McCracken,  
community engagement coordinator 

dragon moms

Whitney PTA board members Nikki 
Schneider, Nichole Skelton, 

Joanna Rolfes and Angela Crook have 
dedicated many hours towards mak-
ing sure Whitney students have had an 
unforgettable school year. They have been 
an amazing asset to the school, and I am 
grateful for everything they have done 
this year. 

Teresa Syms, parent 
terrific team members

I would like to acknowledge Glynis 
Loser and Doreen Gillette. These two 

women have worked tirelessly side by 
side with me for seven years in the Life 
Skills program at Island View. They are 
dedicated, professional, and have “a child 
first” attitude. They have been loyal, my 
team, and my friends. They put in more 
hours without hesitation, and help keep 
our program running like clockwork. 

Teresa Kasch-Lewis, teacher 

making a difference 
Classroom volunteers Rebecca Pursley 

and Heidi Hanson have invested 
countless hours in our third grade class-
room. Mrs. Pursley (aka armadillo lady) 
has been working with students through-
out the year on their cursive handwriting 
and storytelling skills. Mrs. Hanson, our 
classroom art teacher extraordinaire, has 
thoroughly planned, gathered materials, 
and taught our art activities this year. 
Both are retired teachers who absolutely 
love working with kids, and it shows 
through their passion and commitment. 

Chad Sage, Island View teacher 

graceful colleague 
Sharon LaRue is a lifesaver!  Not only 

does she come in every day with a 
great attitude, ready to tackle any task 
requested. She also makes my days 
more pleasant by having a quick wit and 
calming presence. This year she has had 
to tackle many of those “other duties as 
assigned,” and has done so with grace!   

Pat Tonnemaker, Island View teacher 

communal effort

It’s impossible to single out any one 
person who has contributed more than 

anyone else to the education of our two 
sons, Robbie and Nick Verdoes, at Fidalgo 
Elementary, Anacortes Middle School 
and Anacortes High School over the past 
15 years. And education is, in any case, a 
communal effort. So we would like to say 
thank you to everyone in the Anacortes 
School District who has helped them 
along the way, whether directly (as a 
teacher, robotics mentor or counselor) or 
indirectly (as an administrator or staff 
support person). We feel our boys have 
been very fortunate, and we as parents 
will always be grateful. 

Arlene Cook and Joe Verdoes, parents 

helping hand

We would like to give a shout out to 
James Yandle, Brodniak manager 

and facility coordinator. On numerous 
occasions, James has helped out here in 
the office. So often we are tied up with 
something and the phone will ring or a 
delivery will arrive and he says, “Don’t 
worry, I’ll take care of it.” He is an asset to 
our school. 

Monique Malamma and Joelene Green,  
AHS admin assistants

empowering approach

Jennifer Goellner, AMS technology sup-
port, is always willing to drop what she 

is doing to rescue us and “fix it.” But she 
also has a huge heart and goes above and 
beyond to build positive relationships 
with students. Jennifer has had an im-
pactful relationship with one student in 
particular this year who really struggled 
with appropriate use of the computers. 
She could have developed a strict, puni-
tive relationship but instead recognized 
this student’s talent and interest in tech-
nology and worked to build a positive, 
mentoring relationship. The student is 
finishing the school year with many suc-
cesses and much of that is due to the time 
and heart that Jennifer so freely gives.   

Beth Pruiett, AMS teacher

belief in students 
AHS teacher Robert Hancock has 

provided support and a true inter-
est in my daughter Alexandrea’s future, 
as well as her current goals. When she 
wanted to do a school supply drive for 
flood victims, I didn’t think it would go 
anywhere because she could not do it 
alone. She didn’t have to – she connected 
with Mr. Hancock and he fully sup-
ported her desire to help and involved 
his student leadership class. He has also 
inquired about her future plans, provided 
encouragement, and celebrated her ac-
complishments. 

Tammie White, parent

english language 
learners

I would like to thank para-educator 
Susan Van Deusen and ELL program 

supervisor Shannon Gilbert for their 
tireless efforts to address the needs of 
our district’s English Language Learners. 
Susan brings to our ELL program years of 
teaching experience, strong community 
connections, and an uncanny intuition 
for what kids and families need. Shan-
non knows the ELL program inside and 
out and her guidance and leadership are 
invaluable. I feel very privileged to work 
with these passionate advocates for kids. 

Blythe Bassart, ELL specialist 

valued colleague

With mixed feelings of happiness and 
sadness we thank our incredible 

counselor colleague, Jean Lungren, for her 
years of dedication to our students, fami-
lies, staff and our department. Jean always 
puts students first and aspires to go above 
and beyond when helping others. Jean, 
you deserve all the best as you move on 
to your next adventure. We are incredibly 
happy for you, and we will miss you more 
than words can express. Love you tons. 

Marci Fankhauser and Maggie Lahey,  
AHS counselors 

strength and grace 
I want to thank and recognize Carey 

South for doing an amazing job in the 
AHS athletic office. She works with par-
ents and kids with compassion, kindness 
and efficiency. I’ve seen her handle dif-
ficult situations with strength and grace. 

 Catherin Schwartz, parent 

middle school helper

Seventh grader Madison Ice is a 
BEYOND AMAZING helper here 

at Island View. Madison helps in our 
classrooms, and we feel so blessed to 

have her here every 
week. She works with 
students, makes copies, 
stuffs folders and does 
whatever we need that 
day. The students LOVE 
her and call her Ms. 
Madison. Madison is 
always willing to help 
run errands for the 
office. She is quick, ef-
ficient and 100 percent 

reliable. She also helps in the library with 
running messages, processing books, and 
preparing library activities and decora-
tions. She just has this way of showing up 
right when we need help. And everything 
is done with a smile.  

Monica Frost, Emily Mansfield, Sally Davis 
and the Island View office

feeling grateful

Our son has had some challenges in 
moving to a new school this year. 

Island View principal Brian Hanrahan, 
teacher Emily Mansfield and para-
educator Pauline Whittebrood have been 
absolutely amazing in their willingness to 
help him with outside-the-box solutions. 
The changes we have seen in our son have 
been incredible; he just loves going to 
school! This is clearly due to the safe, wel-
coming and fun learning environment that 
the staff at Island View creates. Our experi-
ence reinforces how great this community 
is and how great of a move it was for our 
family to come to beautiful Anacortes! 

 Justin and Jennifer Tarleton, parents

positive coach

Girls and boys tennis coach Brad 
Moore is always positive and encour-

aging. His emails always point out the 
player’s improvements and how much 
he appreciates them. He teaches them 
how to be better players, and to enjoy 
the game. He has been a driving force 
in getting the town/school tennis courts 
fixed up for this year. His senior banners 
are a fun addition to the sports areas. 
Our daughter has had a very rewarding 
season working with Coach Brad.  

Kristine Murray, parent

Whitney PTA has earned accolades throughout the year for their organization, energy and 
school support. Pictured are: Joanna Rolfes, Angela Crook, Nikki Schneider and Nichole Skelton.

AHS leadership and history teacher Robert 
Hancock, pictured with senior Alex White, 
earned a shout out for supporting student 
interest in a supply drive for flood victims. 

Madison Ice

Robin  
McSpadden
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IN BRIEF

Dr. Mark Wenzel
Superintendent

When the new high 
school opens next year, 
students will be treated 

to more than shiny classrooms 
and a stunning view of Mt. 
Baker. They will get to experi-
ence the rich history of their 
town coming to life before their 
very eyes. 

Artist Mary Ennes Davis has 
been researching and collecting 
stories and objects for the history 
wall that will be installed in the 
commons of the high school. The 
public art installation will not be 
complete until December; how-
ever, students will get to watch 
Davis work daily next fall, an 
intentional part of the timeline.

 “It’s important for kids to ob-
serve and experience the art as 
it’s going in,” Davis said. “I love 
to engage with them, answer 
their questions and hear their 
stories as they look at and even 
recognize the pieces and layers 
I use.”

Born and raised in Anacortes, 
the 1977 AHS graduate is no 
stranger to art in schools nor to 
public installations. Her work 
can be seen in Alaska, Michigan, 
and more locally, Children’s 
Hospital in Tacoma, Skagit Hos-
pital and Island Hospital. 

After completing a history 
mural for La Conner School 
District, Davis was interested in 
doing something for her alma 
mater to honor the rich work-
ing traditions and innovations 
of the town. Local resident Rita 
James, who is leading a com-
mittee to help with art for the 
new high school, worked with 
the district to get Davis under 
contract. 

Researching the past
Davis has read every AHS 

yearbook and sifted through 
hundreds of oral histories, docu-
ments and images, both in the 
Anacortes Museum and in the 
vaults of the school. She also 
conducted oral interviews with 
alumni ranging in age from 30 
to 105.

Davis’ own family history 
has contributed to her vision. 
Generations on both sides 
homesteaded to and graduated 
from Anacortes High School, 
and her mother, Phyllis Luvera 
Ennes, was a pioneer of the arts 
in Washington State.

“My mom gave so much to 
the school and community, and 
I know she would want me do-
ing this. I wish she were here to 
guide me,” she said. 

In a way, she is. Stories of her 
mother keep surfacing in Davis’ 
research. She says it’s an honor 
and a gift to return to her roots 
to create art in the new school.

Historical support  
for schools

In addition to a rich immigrant 
tradition, one thing that sets Ana-
cortes apart from other schools 
is the relationship between the 
school and the town: the invest-
ment of time and resources into 
schools and empowering stu-
dents to have a voice goes back 
more than 100 years.  

One quote that stood out for 
Davis in her research is: “Having 
no yardstick by which to measure 
the blessings we enjoy.” Davis 

found the quote in a 1927 Ana-
cortes American article by Sophie 
Walsh. 

She was struck that today’s 
students have no context by 
which to measure the blessings 
of this $90 million school: they 
have not worked in a cannery or 
done overtime shifts at the mill; 
they haven’t lobbied to pay for 
a bridge to connect the commu-
nity to the mainland or fought to 
build a road that wouldn’t flood.

So the purpose of the history 
wall is to share that context.

“How did they get here? 
Whose strong shoulders, innova-
tions, hard work and dreams laid 
the foundation that has brought 
them to this moment in time?” 
said Davis. “We are currently 
hearing students’ voices all across 
the country. They are articulate, 
passionate and empowering. This 
wall should echo the voice of the 
past and inspire future genera-
tions to do great things.”

“My dream is that it inspires the kids and that they learn 
history in an exciting and non-traditional way so they under-

stand how it is they have this incredible new school.”
Mary Ennes Davis 

Artist Mary Ennes Davis has read through every Anacortes High School yearbook as part of her research for a 
history wall to be installed in the new high school.  

Pay it for-
ward. 

The idea 
of paying it 
forward is that 
the beneficiary 
of a good deed 
repays it to 
others rather 
than the origi-
nal benefactor. 
This concept 
apparently 

dates back to 300 B.C. and Greek 
drama. In 1916, Lily Hardy Ham-
mond captured the phrase in 
the book, In the Garden of Delight. 
Hammond wrote: “You don’t pay 
love back; you pay it forward.”

In more recent history, “pay 
it forward” was captured in the 
eponymous film starring then 
child actor Haley Joel Osment. 
The movie challenged us to 
change the world by reaching 
out to three others with acts of 
altruism.  

Giving back
I was struck recently as I read 

scholarship essays by gradu-
ating AHS seniors who took 
stock of all the people who had 

impacted them over the years, 
and how they wanted to give 
back to others. It was a theme 
that emerged among many of 
this year’s graduates. 

One student, who aspires to 
become a teacher, captured the 
sentiment as follows:  

"My truest inspiration came 
from teachers, mentors and 
coaches. These figures urged me 
to follow my dreams, break the 
chain of poverty, and go beyond 
pre-set expectations. I learned 
that I have the power to reach all 
the goals I set. Money and physi-
cal possessions are not what 
mark success for me. I want to 
take my college experiences 
and pay it forward to the next 
generation. I want them to have 
teachers that invest in them. I 
want to reflect the inspiration 
and influence other teachers 
have had on me." 

Believing in students
These words struck me for 

a couple reasons. First, they 
reminded me of one our district 
belief statements: We believe in 
the potential of every student. 

Individuals in this student’s 
life truly believed in him, and it 
clearly paid off. It also reminded 
me of the education research 
that shows the power of teachers 
believing in their students’ abil-
ity to learn – it is among the top 
impacts on student learning – as 
well as the importance of a hav-
ing a caring adult in a child’s life. 

Because this student saw what 
a profound positive impact oth-
ers had on him, he wants to have 
this same effect on others.  

Community role
The community’s role here 

is vital. People like Martha 
Harper, featured in this issue 
as the district’s Volunteer of the 
Year, show our students what it 
means to care deeply, invest in 
others and pay it forward. 

The volunteerism in this com-
munity is simply stunning. Acts 
such as encouraging an emerg-
ing reader, serving as a mentor 
to a high school student, helping 
to fund a college scholarship, 
cheering a student’s athletic 
performance, or listening to 
a child’s hardships signal to 
students that they matter. They 

are valued. 
In the book Bowling Alone, 

Harvard social scientist Robert 
Putnam laments the loss of civic 
connectedness. He notes how 
involvement in civic groups and 
overall civic engagement have 
declined dramatically in the last 
generation. The erosion of social 
capital, he argues, undermines 
our nation’s democratic institu-
tions. 

While I understand his points 
as they relate nationally, I always 
feel differently with what I see 
in Anacortes. Packed concerts. 
Huge community support for 
senior presentations. Twenty-five 
thousand hours a year of local 
citizens donating time in schools.  

We engage. We connect. We 
pay it forward. 

Kindness and gratitude are, of 
course, at the center of paying it 
forward. At the ASF scholarship 
event, I shared with students 
how proud we are of their many 
accomplishments, including aca-
demic success. But the thing that 
stands out most, I said, is the 
kind of people they’ve become. 

That’s a success we can all 
celebrate. 

Peter Donaldson
Mt. Erie principal Peter 

Donaldson leaves the dis-
trict this month, after more 
than 20 years as a teacher 
and principal at the school. 
Donaldson taught first and 
sixth grades, and became 
principal seven years ago.  

“Mt. Erie has been my 
home for a long time, and 
I’m sad to leave,” he said. 
“I’ll miss staff and students 
greatly. At the same time, I 
feel ready for a new adven-
ture and new professional 
opportunities.” 

Donaldson earned a repu-
tation as an engaged teacher 
and principal. Staff pointed 
to his ability to connect 
with people of all ages, his 
knowledge of instruction 
and his vision for student 
voice and student learning.   

“What I have always ap-
preciated about Peter is his 

willingness 
to listen, 
learn and 
lead to-
wards what 
is best for 
all chil-
dren,” said 
first grade 
teacher MJ 
D’Amelio. 
“He is an 

advocate for quality instruc-
tion and collaboration. I 
will miss his friendship and 
leadership.” 

Fifth grade teacher Shalen 
Weich noted his holistic ap-
proach to education. 

“Peter cares for his stu-
dents and staff as people, 
and not just their test scores 
and performance,” she 
said. “He knows Mount 
Erie students by name, is 
visible around the school, 
and he’s approachable.  
The thing I most appreci-
ate about Peter is that he’s 
continuously trying to 
inspire staff and students 
to be positive and focus 
on the good around us. 
He challenges us to learn, 
grow, and step out of the 
shadows of our best selves, 
and into a place where we 
can fully embrace life and 
learning.” 

Arts grant
The district recently 

received a $100,000 grant 
from the Washington State 
Arts Commission for public 
art at the new high school. 
Community member Rita 
James is leading an art 
committee to solicit propos-
als and make decisions on 
specific art pieces.  

Summer programs
It’s not too late to enroll 

in the tuition-free North-
west Career & Technical 
Academy Summer Session 
Programs. Incoming ninth 
grade students through 
non-graduated seniors can 
earn a semester credit as 
they explore a Career & 
Technical Education pro-
gram in Anacortes or Mt. 
Vernon. 

Students can choose 
from a variety of programs 
on several campuses from 
Marine Services, Aerospace 
Manufacturing, Veterinary, 
Dental, Construction and 
many more. Find out more 
about the NCTA Summer 
Session at www.asd103.
org or call 360 848-0706 for 
more information. 

The Class of 2018: Paying it forward 

Local artist creates history wall for new high school

Working with the space
The space has offered chal-

lenges in that the commons is 
huge and industrial, so the art 
must fit to scale. The vision 
is to take the old and make it 
contemporary by playing with 
color, size and layers.  

Davis doesn’t want it to be 
simply visual. Rather, she hopes 
something new will be revealed 
each time a viewer looks at it.

“I want it to be thought-pro-
voking,” she said. “My dream is 
that it inspires the kids and that 
they learn history in an exciting 
and non-traditional way so they 
understand how it is they have 
this incredible new school.”

Davis wraps up her research 
and documenting phase at the 
end of the month. Over the 
summer, she will build a mock-
up and begin initial construc-
tion in her studio in Bellingham. 
Next fall, she will install the 
work in layers.

Peter 
Donaldson
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IN BRIEF

When Martha Harper was 
in fifth grade at Mt. Erie 
Elementary, a new girl 

moved to town. This new class-
mate had a physically deformed 
hand that led to much teasing and 
name-calling. That still resonates 
with Harper today.

“I just wanted to protect her. 
I still want everyone to feel in-
cluded,” she said. 

Inclusion. Earnestness. Ap-
proachability. And countless 
hours of volunteering. These are 
what earned Harper the district’s 
2018 Volunteer of the Year award.

Harper is best known around 
Mt. Erie for her dedication to and 
time spent in the school garden. 
But her nine years as a volunteer 
comprise much more: classroom 
help, field trips, Reading is Fun-
damental, Young Authors, talent 
show, and those crucial moments 
with kids in the hall or play-
ground, where trust and mutual 
respect are built.

Principal Peter Donaldson 
nominated Harper and says the 
garden is a perfect analogy for 
her work. 

“Like the garden and its boun-
ty, she tends to our neediest stu-
dents with care and deliberation, 
and they blossom as a result,” he 
said. “She helps both the garden 
and our students to grow, trading 
water for hugs and sunshine for a 
listening ear.” 

Listening is one of Harper’s 
favorite ways of giving. She first 

noticed the marginalized students 
when she’d chaperone field trips.

“There are so many who are 
starving for attention, and the 
teachers don’t always have the 
time to give to them,” she said. 
“I love to just talk with those 
kids and let them tell me all of 
the smallest things that mean so 
much to them.”

For many students, the garden 
is a sanctuary. Harper’s relation-
ship with one particular student 
symbolizes her indispensable 
work. This student was strug-
gling after the loss of his mother 
and found comfort and solace 
in the garden. That spring as he 
prepared to head off to the middle 
school, Harper gave him a col-

lection of seeds from the garden 
to plant at home and always re-
member what the school garden, 
“Mustang Farms,” meant to him. 

The award came as a complete 
surprise to Harper, who prefers 
the shadows to the limelight. 

“For me, it’s always been about 
the kids. And it always will be,” 
she said.

Mt. Erie students celebrate in the school garden with Martha Harper, who was selected as the school district’s 
Volunteer of the Year for her special connection with students.  

Cap Sante student Kylee Minter received an ASF scholarship from Greg 
and Sue Monaghan to pursue studies in nursing this fall. 

AHS students earn major 
STEM scholarship

Four graduating AHS 
seniors – Hannah Cross, 
Liam Patrick, Yuyang 
Lee and Katherine Butler 
joined 49 other scholars 
from across the county in 
winning a STEM scholar-
ship valued up to $22,500 
from Washington Science 
Opportunity Scholarship. 
The scholarship is for at-
tendance at a Washington 
state university or college. 

WSOS is a public-private 
partnership. “Supporting 
STEM education across the 
state is critical to Washing-
ton’s future economy,” said 
Naria Santa Luca, ex-
ecutive director of WSOS. 
“Every region in Washing-
ton continues to grapple 
with a shortage of students 
graduating with the STEM 
degrees and training 
needed to meet employer 
demand.” 

The unique model of 
private sector investment 
from companies like Micro-
soft and Boeing, matched 
dollar-for-dollar by the 
state of Washington is help-
ing fill the gap. Ninety-two 
percent of 2016 graduates 
on WSOS scholarships 
were employed in their 
field or are pursuing an 
advanced degree. 

The program is support-
ed locally by Skagit STEM, 
a consortium of school 
districts in Skagit County 
working together to sup-
port STEM education. 

Surplus sale 
A surplus sale will take 

place at Anacortes High 
School on June 23. Doors 
will open  from 10 am to 4 
pm. Cash or checks pay-
able to the district will be 
accepted. All items must be 
removed by the buyer at 
the time of the sale, and all 
sales are final.

Examples of items for 
sale include: chairs, tables, 
white boards, bulletin 
boards, electronics, walk-
in freezers, drop down 
mechanical windows, 
weightlifting equipment, 
chemistry items and dis-
play mounts.

“Many of the items are 
heavily used, but we want 
to make them available 
to the community,” said 
logistics coordinator Bob 
Knorr. 

Other Anacortes schools 
already claimed about one-
third of the 5,500 items. 
Skagit County schools will 
also have access to the 
items before the commu-
nity sale. And a represen-
tative from Habitat for 
Humanity will review the 
items after the community 
sale to see if anything can 
be used by their network. 

“We want to be good 
stewards, so it’s important 
that we find a home for ev-
erything that can be used,” 
said Knorr. 

Elementary roofs 
The district has contract-

ed with Wayne’s Roofing 
to replace elementary roofs 
at Fidalgo and Mt. Erie 
elementary schools. The 
work will begin in June 
and proceed through the 
summer. The replacement 
of the roofs is part of the 
school bond approved by 
voters in 2015. 

Amelia Rurey

Reflecting back on my 
school years, I would say 
that dance has had the 

biggest impact on my success. 
It taught me perseverance and 
commitment, and I carried those 
into my academic life. One 
lesson I learned that has stayed 
with me is that everyone has 
a story. During a choir retreat, 
classmates shared their stories, 
and it was a good reminder that 
we are all struggling with some-
thing. Next year I will attend 
Cornish College of the Arts to 
study interior architecture. This 
is related to design, but it focus-
es more on structure. My goal is 
to work toward sustainable en-
vironments, to create spaces that 
unite people and are inclusive. 
I hope to one day be living in a 
city, involved in activism, where 
I can make a difference – make a 
change for the better.

Brandon Pratt

Life is about making mean-
ingful connections with 
others, so it’s important to 

treat others with kindness, no 
matter their circumstance. I’ve 
learned this mostly from band, 

Harper selected as Volunteer of the Year

Seniors reflect on hopes and dreams for future 

which has been like a big family 
to me. Music is truly a metaphor 
for life in that it’s almost entirely 
emotion. You learn how to com-
municate emotion through 
music. I’d say I learned the most 
about life and about myself from 
Mr. Simensen who taught me 
to be kind, to be prepared, and 
most importantly, he taught me 
character. My goal is to earn my 
music education degree from 
Western after attending Skagit 
for two years. I’ve been tutoring 
middle school band students this 
year as a way to better under-
stand how to help kids. I know 
it’s what I want to do and where 
I want to be.

Ian Doebler

I’ve learned a lot from being 
involved in extracurricular 
activities. Robotics taught me 

what I’m capable of doing and 
what I’m not capable of doing. 

I’ve learned all about being 
a leader and teamwork. The 
most influential mentors in my 
academic career have been Joe 
Furin and Val Boyce. They never 
gave up on me, and that made 
me not give up on myself. Next 
year, I will either take a gap year 
to work and earn money for a 
four-year college, or I will attend 
Bellingham  Technical College. 
Either way, I want to stay in-
volved with Team 3238 and come 
back as a student advisor or work 
with them in whatever capacity 
I can.

Saira Allan

I came to America from the 
Philippines when I was in 
fifth grade. My twin sister 

and I had no idea what school 
would be like or if we would fit 
in. Mostly, I was concerned about 
making friends. Thankfully, my 
elementary teachers made sure 
that I knew it was okay to be dif-
ferent, and that I could be great 
just by being who I am. English 
is my third language, so between 
that and adjusting to the differ-
ent culture, I had to learn a lot in 
addition to my schoolwork. Edu-
cation has always been a priority, 
both here and in the Philippines. 
When I think about those who’ve 
helped me succeed, my dad 
comes to mind for bringing us 
here. He worked hard to make us 
feel comfortable and welcome. 
Also, our neighbors welcomed us 
and made us feel at home. Next 
year, I plan to work then apply to 
Washington State University with 
a long-term goal of going into 
fashion design. I look forward to 
becoming an adult and taking on 
more responsibilities.

Kylee Minter

My academic career took a huge turn in middle school when 
I missed 80 days. I had depression and anxiety, and my par-
ents had just divorced. I gave the high school one year, but 

the lecture model was too difficult for me. Cap Sante has been amaz-
ing. I finished so many credits my sophomore year. And I was able to 
complete the Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) program my junior 
year. I’ve been working full time at Fidalgo Rehab this year and love 
everything about it. My biggest influence has been my mom, who 
taught me perseverance and the importance of a positive mindset. 
My goal is to complete two years of prerequisites at Skagit then earn 
my nursing degree from Western Washington University.
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BUTTERFLIES
Fidalgo 2nd grader Madeline Baral
Instructor Joy Pesaturo 

This piece was an exercise in negative space. Students 
applied several layers of acrylic using brushes, stamps 

and stencils to create texture and pattern. They then taped 
butterfly cutouts onto the dried painting and painted white 
over the entire piece. Once the cutouts were removed, the 
underpainting was left untouched, causing the butterflies 
to emerge.

GLASS TREE
AHS sophomore Ellison Kephart
Instructor Pilar Burkland 

After studying the tree of life and its meaning in many 
different cultures, high school glass design students 

were asked to interpret what their own tree of life would 
be. All students started with a clear sheet of glass. They 
could then choose to assemble their tree using frit or sheet 
glass. Once assembled, the pieces were full-fused in the kiln. 

SCRATCHBOARD DOG
AMS 7th grader Jacob Tallering
Instructor Chris Crane 

Middle school art students brought in a 
photo or magazine image of an animal 

of their choice as inspiration. The goal was 
to try to recreate as realistically as possible 
the texture, value (lightness and darkness) 
and contour of the picture. Students first did 
a graphite transfer onto the board which left 
a slight impression. Then they used tools to 
scratch details into the board. 

MULTI-AGE ART
Instructor Carl Dellutri

This collaboration started with kindergarteners draw-
ing monsters. High school art students then chose a 

kindergarten drawing that inspired them and transferred 
a photocopy of it onto a painting panel. Using any medium 
of their choosing (acrylic, oil, watercolor, pastel) they then 
painted their own versions of the monsters, trying to keep 
it as close to the kindergarten version as possible.

SELF PORTRAIT
AMS 8th grader Tuscan Harper 
Instructor Chris Crane
For this assignment, students used Andy 
Warhol as inspiration. The first step was to 
take a photo of oneself and simplify it in a 
line drawing. Then students had to trace over 
those lines. Finally, they used oil pastels to 
color in the lines. The tracing was the most 
challenging because it was time consuming. 
The entire project took a few weeks of class 
time.

PORTRAIT PAINTER
Alli Schuh

For AHS junior Alli Schuh, 
painting portraits started 

as a way 
to get 
better at 
painting. 
She knew 
painting 
quickly 
was the 
best way 
to paint 
what you 
see with-

out letting your thoughts 
get in the way. Her portraits 
take anywhere from 10 min-
utes to two hours, and she 
says she only knows she’s 
done when she looks at it 
and likes it. 

She hopes viewers walk 
away with a sense of equal-
ity, that we are different 
but essentially the same; 

she wants the theme of 
non-judgement to come 
across in future works 
as well. Schuh credits 
high school art teacher 
Carl Dellutri with creat-
ing a safe, supportive 
space for all students to 

become artists. 
      Recently selected as an Arts 
Festival emerging artist, Schuh will 
soon be working on a project to 
be displayed in the gallery at the 
port during the Arts Festival this 
summer.

Maja Van Egdom
Whitney kindergarten

Armani Watford
Whitney kindergarten

Alli Schuh

ALIVE 
Art is !

Giulia Wood
AHS senior

Rebekah Van Dyk
AHS senior

Liam Rolfes
Whitney kindergarten

Saira Allen
AHS senior
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“I like to bring a whole 
range of emotions to the  

classroom.”
Poet Tony Curtis 

AHHHH FISHING
By Blake Keyes
second grade, Island View 
Once I went fishing
I didn’t need any help
Too excited. Threw out the 
String, made a little ding.
Don’t I try? Do I pull?
What did I get? A fish?
Pull salmon
Pull seaweed
Pull boat
Pull clam
Pull crab
Pull coin
Pull done.

ROADWORK
By Addi Garner
twelfth grade, AHS
Tell me the story about the aftermath.
About the red car
and the man inside it, red in the face
at the red light,
my red car seat and my brother’s red hoodie,
and how you saw red in your tunnel vision.
Tell me that it was late
and rescue never came
and we stared at my little blond pigtails in 
the rearview mirror,
gas station zombies forgetting we had been 
human.
Tell me how we walked down the middle of 
the road,
watching the sun reflect off the wreckage.
How I mistook the ripples of
crushed metal for lakewater,

His gentle voice lulls students into a cho-
ral humming as he quietly strums his gui-

tar. Before they know it, the class is singing 
along with Irish poet Tony Curtis. Last week, 
in addition to performing and conducting 
workshops in La Conner for the Skagit River 
Poetry Festival, the award-winning poet 
visited several classrooms in Anacortes. 

Curtis shared his own childhood ex-
periences learning poetry, much to the 
amusement of the students. Recalling his 
first reaction to Robert Frost’s “Stopping 
by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” he paints 
a picture of a slightly mischievous boy fac-
ing off a stern, fear-inducing headmaster. 
He gets great joy from their reactions to 
his own poetry and to his stories of other 
famous poets.

“The kids remind you why you do it, 
why you write poetry for a living. They’re 
also very good for clarity and keeping us 
adults grounded,” he said.

His hope is that students take away 
some sense of the refuge poetry can 
provide. In its spoken form, it’s the oldest 
type of art, and people turn to it when 

they grieve and when they celebrate. 
“I like to bring a whole range of emo-

tions to the classroom,” Curtis said. 
“Sometimes the kids are blown away with 
questions; sometimes they are arrested by 
emotion. But if in 40 years, they can pull 
‘And miles to go before I sleep’ out of their 
foggy heads, then it’s been a success.”

Curtis was born in Dublin and studied 
literature at Essex University and Trin-
ity College. His poetry has won several 
awards including the Poetry Ireland/
Friends Provident National Poetry Compe-
tition, the Book Stop poetry prize, the 
Irish National poetry prize and most re-
cently, the 2018 Lawrence O’Shaugnessy 
poetry prize.

He has been a visiting poet with Skagit 
River Poetry Festival for 10 years.

Irish poet Tony Curtis visits Anacortes Middle School

How the skid marks on the road curled into 
ferns
and waved in the breeze,
The hubcaps turned into silver women and 
stood up to dance.
Tell me about the way I, all of five years old, 
asked you to fix it all.
Tell me about how I still believed you could.
I took the parts I could remember
and I glued them back together
the way I wished I could have back then.

And I’m seventeen now and sometimes
I feel like I never left that street--
Tell me how to stop walking in circles around 
the block
Tell me where the accident ends and the 
future starts
Tell me a story where you’re not the Band-aid 
and I’m not the knife.
Tell me I’m not the distraction in the back-
seat that made you blind to the lights.
Tell me the gas station pumps aren’t going to 
wrap around my ankles
And drag me back while I break my fingers 
one by one grabbing at the asphalt,
Tell me I don’t always have to see myself as 
a car crash
Staring into a mirror and seeing a shattered 
windshield,
Tell me I still have time.
Tell me that it all can be bent back into shape.

BLACKCOMB 
GLACIER
By Alicia Hackstadt
second grade, Fidalgo
Hiking up to the top
Marshmallow sift
Buds of snow
Happy family fun
Rocky
Icy places
Mug-worthy at last

RAINFALL
By Emma Kretchmer
fifth grade, Mt. Erie
Each delicate raindrop lands on the ground
And shatters in millions of little pieces.
Like a cloud crying above us
Like a child crying and giving us
Her fragile salty tears.

EAGLES
By Sofia Norgard
second grade, Island View
Storm is a bunch of eagles
Flapping their wings in the sky.
Thunder is an eagle
Swooping down with its wings
Tucked in to catch its prey.

SELF PORTRAIT
By Amalie Harper
fourth grade, Mt. Erie
Amallama

Who is annoying to siblings, energetic
And has a habit of petting grass,
Lover of the sound of a babbling brook, 
watching trees sway,
Spreading joy, and the nickname llama
The daughter of kind and encouraging 
parents

Who needs alone time, friends, pets, and a 
secret hiding place
Who gives hugs to depressed people and 
happiness to all
Who fears being alone in the dark with spi-
ders, being out on
The ocean, clowns, and my final breath
Who likes to wear messy hair, pants with 
holes and ugly shirts
Resident of a friendly and cheerful neighbor-
hood
Harper

SELF PORTRAIT
By Marcella Warm
fifth grade, Mt. Erie
Marcella
Confidently energetic
Daughters of my personal 
teachers.
Lover of rain pattering out 
songs on my roof at night, 
a blazing fire that warms 
you up
Inside and out, and the two fluffy hamsters 
that sleep together in two tiny balls.
Who needs music to drown out my sister’s 
whining, friends that will help you up when
You fall, and energy to learn how to cook 
something other than pasta.
Who gives time to the Friendship House, and 
a smile to all those who need one.
Who fears snapping claws of crabs, seaweed 
wrapped around people’s toes and split pea 
soup.
Who would like to see Oprah as our presi-
dent, a place with no worries and water 
bottles that don’t dent.
Who like to wear my hair up and blue 
sneakers
Warm

PREFERENCES
By Jager Mossman
eighth grade, AMS
I love techy things,
The soft cry of a computer 
fan,
Light emitted from the 
LCDs of a sign,
The frustration of pro-
gramming an application,
Then have it not work.

I hate loud things,
The roar of the childhood cafeteria,
The pulsing feedback of my hearing aids 
reminding me of my loss,
The harsh pin pricks of terrified screaming,
Reminding me of pain.

I love soft things

The warm blanket of love, 
The silky emotion of joy,
The soft sound of a cat purring, 
Reminding me of home.

I hate hidden things, 
Lost objects crouching beyond my vision, 
A silent pin on the floor waiting to strike,
The glowing eyes of doubt hidden in the 
darkness if your heart,
The hidden intention of a lying smile,
The hidden emotion of depression,
Locked inside
Waiting for its chance to emerge.

FOR NOW
By Tenzin Stewart
eighth grade, AMS
It was one way
There’s no going back
I’m homeless.
Running and rushing
Searching left
Turning right
I’m lost.
Sitting through the hours,
Waiting and watching
Small moments 
Pass by
I’m bored.
I’m homeless
Until I find my place
I’m lost
Until I find myself
I’m bored 
Until the next day begins.
I see the future
It’s bright,
So I’ll only doubt
For now.

SELF PORTRAIT
By Gabriella Ocampo
fifth grade, Fidalgo
Gabriella
Creative, open minded, and an actor,
Daughter of creativity, science, and lovable 
parents,
Sister of an also imaginative brother
Lover of arts and crafts, fashion, and adven-
turous activities.
Who needs inspiring friends, music, and 
warm kindness.
Who gives a joyful day, creative ideas, and a 
good laugh.
Who fears being alone, angry parents and be-
ing friendless.
Who would like to see the Disney Channel 
legend Kenny Ortega, Descendants 3,
And kindness spreading like butter.
Who likes to wear cool, classy, bright colored 
clothing, sparkly accessories and a positive 
attitude.
Resident of the Milky Way.
Ocampo

GIRL MUTED
By Alicia Phelps
twelfth grade, AHS 
Always put on mute
Like an unwanted ad
The worst feeling you’ve 
ever had
A voice that goes unheard
Hushed at every word
What’s the point in talking?
If when you start, they start walking
Away from you, and your heart
So instead you write your words into art
Will they read it?
Will they care?
You can barely breathe in air
Afraid that every time you feel like sharing
Everyone will be even less caring
Your tears force stitches into your lips
You brush off the pain with your finger tips
Forgotten and left in the cold
Being ignored is getting really old.

Blake Keyes

Marcella Warm

Jager Mossman

Alicia Phelps

Alicia Hackstadt

Seventh graders Brooklyn Brichta, Mateo Garcia and Ellie Feist engage Tony Curtis during a 
recent classroom visit. Curtis shared songs, stories and poems with the students.

Poet’s
CORNER
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CATTAIL
By Jade Carter
AHS junior
Will you join me
At the lake,
Where the swallows swoop low
And the dragonflies hover above the 
rippling water?
Will you meet me
Where the land meets the sky
And the eagles circle in the clear blue air?
Here, the soft brown thrush stutters 
between the cattails,
Overshadowed by the red-winged 
blackbirds song,
By the heron’s graceful dominance-
Her soft, thrilling voice cuts through the 
frost that clings to the reeds.
She cares not for the eagle’s fame or the 
cow’s notorious chattering,
For our haphazard bustling along this still 
lake or the city stench that we carry.
She is a dawn-singer, a small body with 
song,
A circadian reminder of innocence.

ELECTRIC
By Anna Prewitt
AHS sophomore
The storm starts as a soft 
prayer
Whispered timidly to the 
vacillating aspen leaves
Their flicker mirrors the 
rise of the wind
As it paints its passing 
with silver
The stars wink their omniscient eyes as the 
rain recites its lines against the window 
panes, 
Gaining courage
No one hears its voice beyond the glowing 
edge
Of their drawn curtains

But the storm canters over the chimneys 
and trellises
Leaps the weather vanes, leaves them dizzy
Like a second grader at hopscotch
Learning to jump rope
Gaining rhythm, flashing color, flickering 
downpour
The grass bends beneath the pounding beat
The shadows of raindrops slip between
The silent laughs of the girl who stands
Shoeless
Out in the crackling gallop of the 
burgeoning torrent
Its energy is as palpable as the glistening 
streams of rain that anoint
Her cheeks, flow
Over her shoulders

As the wind rises
The lights, the murmuring conversations 
behind the curtains
Flicker
Dark, flick, jump, up, switch, bright, off
She feels electric
The missing alligator clip
Of the circuit,
Gelied metal, 
The storm sparks pounds sizzles to life.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY POEM
By Lauren Rudge 
AMS 7th grader
Boxes sitting in the 
middle of
An empty room
What once was a home
Now a house.

Then the words
Don’t worry about it,
Calm down
Everything will be okay.
Everything will be fine.

Lines that aren’t straight.
Drawings without symmetry.
In red in two words,
You failed.

They tell me
Nothing is perfect.
Then why isn’t everything?
Perfect is what we strive to be.

Perfection is what we strive to make.

Staring at a piece of paper.
A question left blank.
A problem left unsolved.

I am then told
There is no right answer.
So why is everything wrong?
No one can put together
A puzzle missing pieces.

FLOWERS
By Aiden LeFave
Fidalgo 2nd grader
Flowers
So shiny in the night
All through the night
The fireflies dance
With the flowers together as
The birds get tucked into bed
And the bats are awake all night finding 
food for the newborn!

RANDOM AUTOBIOGRAPHY
By Ella Cervantes
Island View 5th grader
The black dog who shivers with love, 
That red dog who was always there, 
They are my all

His smile in which I remember, but he 
himself gone,
The absence of a name, the true realization,
The balloon, for him, flying away with my 
heart

The ocean at which I stare, but feel no fear,
A story of who I am and what I wish to be,
But in dreams I cannot live

Tears in my eyes, of what I have thought,
The words which do hurt,
But I still see my own hand before me

To soar beyond, to close your eyes,
A voice to sing, a voice I hide,
The hope of being free, the hope of being 
me

The feeling of being loved, of being listened 
to,
The dreamings in which I drew, and end up 
in that bin
The rainbow in which I shall never be caught

The hoodie I use to conceal,
Everything, nothing, the decisions I make,
The pencil in which the magic lies

I have no beliefs other make, only mine,
The winters wash the colors I held,
That hurt, that pain, that regret, which hides 
behind my eyes

That old blue scooter which I trust,
The smell of metal, the smell of blood, 
Not a second’s thought goes into those 
spinning black wheels,

I am still left with one question,
One true thought,
Can you or I truly ever be content?

I think not.

LAKE SUMMER
By Naomi Norgard
Island View 5th grader
The beautiful waters of the lake
Have been restored.
The dove,
Once graceful, but now, dizzy
With all the people splashing in her waters 
under the sun.
I may abandon
The turquoise sweater, and smile a 
mischievous
Grin. As a jellyfish
Floats to the surface.

COLOR 
POEM
By Cambria 
Hixson
Fidalgo 
1st grader
Navy!
Red, white, and 
blue
Flags!
You keep us safe
red, white, and 
blue
Navy!

BIRTHDAY PARTY
By Julie Riccardi’s  
kindergarten class, Whitney
Party hats
Cake
Go to the store
Wrap presents
Sing
Candles
Blow
Eat cake
Happy Birthday!

MERMAIDS IN THE SEA
By Mila McKee-Valleza
Island View 2nd grader
Something moving in the water
What could it be?
A mermaid!
Swimming like a fish, colorful like a 
rainbow.
But also like a human.
Flowing hair like a river.
Tail like a fish.

SELF PORTRAIT
By Wyatt Williams
Island View 4th grader
Wyatt

Kind hearted mathematician, son of the 
Skagit Valley Champion boxer, lover of 
boxing, swimming and dogs.
Who needs books, family and Legos.
Who gives Joy and help. 
Who fears WWIII and my parent’s divorce.
Who would like to see Preston Playz, peace 
between my family
And the greatest coin collection ever.
Who likes to wear Star Wars, red and 
Youtube.
Resident of a world inside a galaxy inside a 
universe inside a lifetime.

Williams

ANNA’S LEAVING
By Khloe Olsen
Fidalgo 2nd grader
Crying
Hoping to come back
Don’t want them to leave
Looking in her house
We see all the boxes
We wave goodbye
And off they go.

ERASURE
By Allison Geibig
Island View 4th grader
Anything can happen
Step out and the laws of the land
Are left behind. You could plot a crime,
You could catch a broken heart.
No wonder we love them,
Waves smash their pilings,
We build them back up.
The poshest setting of any
Just to the north.
Gaze at the sea, the sunset,
To dream of the future ahead.

(This poem was created by “erasing” words 
from a magazine article and using only the 
words that spoke to the student as she 
worked through the text).

IT IS NOT GOING TO BE 
DONE. EVER.
By Clara Yang
Mt. Erie 4th grader
My art is not done. It’s like a snowy 
mountain sight,
It’s half-white,
My art is not done.

My art is not done
Half color.
I don’t want it to be fuller.
My art is not done.

My art is not done.
I don’t want it to be,
But no one can see,
What it’s like to be me.
My art is not done.

My art is not done.
Don’t tell me to finish it.
Just mind your own beeswax please,
My art is just NOT going to be done.

SELF PORTRAIT
By Bella Mourning
Island View 3rd grader
Bella

A hilarious artist
Daughter of 
miraculous mom
And sarcastic dad
Sister of lovable 
monster
Who fears 
killer spiders, 
punishment, and 
angry little
Sisters
Who loves pizza, 
drawing pictures, 
dragons, and
Whistler’s 
homemade chicken noodle soup
Who needs candy, family, love and 
imagination
Who gives sunshine, determinations, hope, 
love, and a good laugh
Who would like to see world peace, my 
beautiful dog and
Donuts rain from the sky
Resident of planet Earth

Mourning

SELF PORTRAIT/DRAWING/POEM
By Isaac Briefer, AMS 7th grader
Isaac Briefer is one of several Anacortes students participating in the Voices of the Children 
self-portrait project. The seventh grader’s self-reflection portrait has been displayed in Mt. 
Vernon, La Conner, Anacortes and will travel to Jordan in August. The project is a collaboration 
between Voices of the Children, Skagit River Poetry Foundation, Museum of Northwest Art 
and local school districts. 

Lauren Rudge

Anna Prewitt

Cambria Hixson

Bella Mourning

Fidalgo second grader Aiden LeFave enjoyed 
poetry as part of a classroom project this 
spring. Students find something that is mean-
ingful to them -- a small moment in life -- to 
bring to life through their writing. ‘Our poetry 
unit allows all students to be successful in 
their writing,’ said teacher Stephanie Ward. 
‘It allows everyone to shine.’ 

Poet’s
CORNER
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ALIVE 
Art is !

HANDPRINTS
Whitney teacher Annette Summers’ class
Kindergartners in Annette Summers’ class engaged in a discussion about 
how to use their hands for good and not for hurting. They brainstormed 
ideas for using their hands to make the world a more beautiful place – 
planting flowers, taking care of babies, helping a friend. Then they each 
painted a few hands with their own ideas of “beautiful.”

STATE WINNER
Lauren Rasmussen, AHS senior
Lauren Rasmussen’s “Blueberries” won the Governor’s Choice award in the 45th Superintendent’s High 
School Art Show last month. After winning regionals, Rasmussen was surprised but didn’t think she had a 
chance at the state level. Her acrylic was one of 15 winning paintings that will be on display in Olympia at 
the state show. A senior, she says art calms her and relieves stress. She enjoys painting, mostly with acrylic, 
because it’s her alone time. Aquatic animals and anything quirky with contrasting color inspires her.

CLAY MASKS
Emri Vincent, Fidalgo 4th grader
Instructor Janice Veal
To learn more about Northwest Coastal 
Indians, after school arts students studied 
slides and reference books. They then used 
modeling clay to form their mask molds. Next, 
over the course of several days, they layered 
tissue paper with liquid starch. Once dried, 
students painted the masks with elements of 
Northwest Coast Indian art. The final step was 
embellishing with shells, feathers and other 
natural materials.

TASTING SNOWFLAKES
Ashley Reyburn, Island View 3rd grader
Instructor Sharon Dale
“Tasting snowflakes” was one of Ashley 
Reyburn’s favorite art projects. After drawing 
herself in pencil and outlining that in black, 
she used oil pastels to color it all in. “I made 
my hair blonde because it used to be blonde, 
and I want it to be blonde again,” she said. 
Reyburn enjoys all kinds of art, although 
painting tops the list. She watches a lot of 
art videos, which is where she learns about 
techniques such as her favorite, ombre, or the 
blending of dark colors into lighter ones. 

STAINED GLASS HEART
Nathan Dent, Mt. Erie kindergartner
Instructor Lara Knowles
Students mixed white (drippy) glue 
with black paint and squeezed the 
mixture onto lines. Once this dried, the 
kindergarteners then used watercolors 
to fill in between the lines, using pairs 
of warm colors and cool colors for 
the inside and outside of the outline, 
respectively or alternatively.

IMAGINATION COMES TO LIFE
Caden Stephens, Mt. Erie 5th grader
“I love creating stuff from my imagination,” says Cade Stephens. He created 
his mug in an after school arts class with Sue Roberts, molding the clay first 
around a cylinder, then adding the handle. After that, he just played around 
with the additional features until he liked what he had. This was his first 
piece, and he is very proud of it.

GLASS DESIGN
Sarah Neville, AHS sophomore 
After first working on a required 
piece in Pilar Burkland’s glass design 
class, students were encouraged 
to experiment more freely for this 
assignment. Neville loves how 
individual pieces of glass work 
together to create something 
new. Sculpting ranks high among 
her favorite genres because she 
can make it personal. “People can 
see a three-dimensional piece that 
hopefully shows my intent and my 
skill, but also a deeper expression of 
myself.”
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2018 Valedictorians: (left to right) Alex White, McKenzie Duquaine, Thomas Dylan, Giulia 
Wood, Evan Rodriguez and Calder Wood 

Alex White
College: New Mexico State University
Athletics and activities: Bowling and 

Key Club
Ten years from now: I will be teach-

ing special education at a middle or high 
school … somewhere warm.

McKenzie Duquaine
College: Washington State University
Athletics and activities: Volleyball, 

softball, Fashion Club, National Honor 
Society, Link Crew

Biggest take away: You can accom-
plish whatever you put your mind to. I 
really didn’t think I could succeed in all 
my hard classes. It was a lot of work, but 
I was determined. And I never let go of 
my goal.

Thomas Dylan
College: University of Washington
Athletics and activities: Basketball, 

band, cross country, Fidalgo Youth Sym-
phony, mountain bike team

Advice to freshmen: Work hard while 
the classes are still easy; don’t ruin your 
chances for success ... because you can’t 

AHS celebrates 6 valedictorians 
go back and raise your ninth grade GPA. 

Giulia Wood
College: Oregon State University
Athletics and Activities: Dance, choir, 

drama
Long-term goal: I will be in school 

for a long time pursuing my dream of 
becoming a surgeon.
 
Evan Rodriguez

College: Washington State University
Athletics and Activities: Basketball, 

baseball, student government, choir and 
drama.

Best memory: Sophomore year when I 
got to play basketball with my brother. 

Calder Wood
College: California Polytechnic State 

University
Athletics and Activities: Cross coun-

try, cyclocross, mountain biking
What I’ll miss most: Friends and the 

teaching staff. I never had a teacher I 
disliked, and I think that’s rare. We have 
great teachers here.

Student Success

Seniors Lexie Rudolph 
and Naomi Noland 

won first place in state in 
the Publication Design 
category with Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America. 
This category requires 
competitors to create a 
company with a line of 
related products based on 
a prompt given earlier in 
the school year. 

As a duo, Noland and 
Rudolph created “Full 

Circle Foods: Community 
Comes Full Circle.” The 
prompt this year was: fresh 
food service. Noland first 
created the design work 
in watercolor. Rudolph 
then used her technical 
strengths to hone the work 
to create a logo, poster, 
business cards, stickers 
and even mock-ups of 
various food products. 

Matt Wallis is the FBLA 
adviser. 

FIRST Robotics

The Cyborg Ferrets, Team 
3238, walked away from 

the World Robotics Competi-
tion in Houston last month 
with the prestigious Imagery 

Kid Wind

Four teams of sixth 
graders qualified for 

the National KidWind 
competition in late 
April. The event allows 
students to explore the 
power of wind by build-
ing, testing and com-
peting with their own 
wind turbines. Fruit 
Goat (Ginny Shaw, Mia 
Mortimer and Shizune 
Haratani) and Vamanos 
Voltage (Sawyer Nichols 
and Zachary Weaver) 
won first and second 

National  
History Day

Four AMS students 
will represent 

Washington state at the 
National History Day 
national competition 
June 9 to 13 at Univer-
sity of Maryland. The 
team, made up of eighth 
graders Michael Hanra-
han and Ryan Horr and 
seventh graders Trey 
Patrick and Will Mc-
Clintock, won first place 
in the documentary cat-
egory among 29 entries 
at the state competition 
last month with their 
video about the Berlin 
Airlift in 1948.  

The students met 
throughout winter and 
spring to read primary 
and secondary source 
material, including 
documents from the 
Truman Presidential 

Library. They also 
conducted phone inter-
views with professors 
from Johns Hopkins, 
Vanderbilt and Univer-
sity of California, as 
well phone interviews 
with two surviving 
pilots and a mechanic. 

Last month, they 
met and interviewed a 
German survivor, Ingrid 

Azvedo, who benefited 
from the airlift as a 
child in Berlin. Azvedo 
visited Anacortes from 
California in a trip 
sponsored by Senior 
College and the Majestic 
Inn & Spa.  

The students’ docu-
mentary can be seen on 
the District’s YouTube 
site.

Japan Bound 

AHS graduate (2012) and 
Americorps volunteer Kather-

ine Auditor was recently selected 
for the Japan Exchange and Teach-
ing Program (JET). The goal of 
the program is to bring English 
speakers to Japan to teach English, 
and in doing so, promote cultural 
exchange. 

“I’ve loved spending the last 
two years serving as Mt. Erie’s 
AmeriCorps volunteer. It’s been a 
great honor and pleasure to give 
back to the community that helped 
me achieve my goals,” said Audi-
tor. “I might be moving to another 
country, but I still want to teach 
my students here in Anacortes. I’m 
going to set up a YouTube vlog, so 
that my students, colleagues, and 
anyone interested, can share this 
adventure with me, and we can all 
learn about Japanese culture.”

Future Business Leaders of America 
Trey Patrick, Michael Hanrahan, Ingrid Azvedo, Ryan 
Horr and William McClintock

place, respectively, at 
the regional competition 
in Anacortes. 

Team representatives 
then traveled to Chicago 
for Nationals where 
they competed with 40 
other teams. Vamanos 
Voltage won the Judges’ 
Choice Award, and Fruit 
Goat won the Instant 
Challenge Award, 
which required teams to 
problem solve an energy 
challenge on the spot. 

Additionally, Won-
derful Wind Weirdos 
(Kendall Flynn, Ava 

Hightower and Kayla 
Fountain) and Kool Kidz 
(Max Adam and Frank 
Peterson) won first and 
second place, respective-
ly at the regional com-
petition in Seattle. These 
two teams will compete 
at nationals next year in 
Houston. 

In addition, the Best 
Teamwork award was 
given to The Electrified 
(Aileen Kim and Emily 
Cross). 

AMS teacher Jody 
Dylan coached the 
students.   

Award. This honor is given to 
three teams out of 420 whose 
quality appearance most im-
presses the judges in three ar-
eas: the robot, the team itself, 
and the pit. Attention to detail 

and ultimate professionalism 
gave the Ferrets an edge, said 
senior Ian Doebler. The team 
had previously received the 
Safety Award at districts and 
at the district championship.

Front row left to right: Kathryn Coryell, Isabella Butler, Logan Larcom, Deborah James; middle 
row: Gilbert Doebler, Nathan Doebler, Damon Larcom, Ian Doebler, Nick Verdoes; back row: Aaron 
Jenson, Steve Doebler (fabrication coach), Micah Arnott, Kashmere Fitch (head coach) and Katy 
Doebler (community outreach coach). Not pictured:  Harry Lee, Milly Lee, Athena Matteson, Parker 
Uphoff, Connor Hutchings, Gladys Wang and Keagan Cantrell.

Clockwise from bottom: Zach Weaver, Max Adam, Emilie Cross, Ginny Shaw, Frank 
Peterson, Sawyer Nichols, Kaya Fountain, Ava Hightower, Kendyl Flynn, Shizune Ha-
ratani, Aileen Kim and Mia Mortimer.
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Sally Le Maister, Fidalgo 
lead food services

Since 1979, Sally 
Le Maister has 
been working 

in food service for 
the district. Without 
hesitation, she says 
the best thing about 
her job is the kids and 
their love. She loves 
being needed, being 
the safe place for many 
kids to be. And that’s 
what she’ll miss most: seeing all different 
walks of life come through with smiles 
and stories, some of them undernour-
ished, either nutritionally or emotionally. 
Le Maister knows she wants to try new 
things but hasn’t quite figured out what 
they are. One thing that’s for certain: she 
is finally going to build a new house. It’s 
been years coming, and now is the time.

Marcy Olsen, AHS  
special education paraeducator

Patience. Endur-
ance. Humility. 
This is what Mar-

cy Olsen has learned 
in her 36 years of 
working as a parapro-
fessional in the district. 
She has particularly 
enjoyed her years at 
the high school helping 
students grow and 
be successful. “I have 
learned that I’m always a student. We are 
all teachers and all pupils, and sometimes 
I just stand outside myself and watch these 
kids, who are so capable and individual.” 

She says we need to find love in even the 
most difficult child and never underesti-
mate children. Now she is ready to travel 
with her husband, to get a potter’s wheel, 
and to volunteer everywhere. Incidentally, 
Olsen fondly recalls growing up with 
fellow AHS graduates and 2018 retirees 
Hallingstad, Kasch-Lewis and Hamilton, 
confessing that she and Kasch-Lewis 
played Barbies together as children.

Teresa Kasch-Lewis, Island View  
special education teacher

Teresa Kasch-Lew-
is is passionate 
about her kids. 

Ironically she stumbled 
into a career in spe-
cial education while 
emergency subbing at 
Fidalgo. After only a 
few days, then princi-
pal Chris Borgen told 
her she needed to stay 
in the field. She dis-
agreed. He insisted. And she will always 
be grateful. “This is heaven,” she says. 
“Every child can succeed, and it’s been a 
privilege teaching these children how to 
be productive citizens in their community. 
They have taught me patience and love in 
return.” Kasch-Lewis’ 26 year career started 
at Fidalgo in the Challenge class, followed 
by years in the resource room. The last 
seven years have been with Island View’s 
Life Skills class. She says she will miss her 
special education colleagues but knows 
that retirement won’t really hit her until 
next September. Her plans include travel-
ing with her husband, globetrotting to meet 
their Navy pilot daughter, lots of gardening, 
and more time with her family and sisters.

Rondi Peth, Fidalgo  
second grade teacher

After 39 years 
of walking 
through the 

doors of Fidalgo, 
Rondi Peth is ready 
to take the slide to a 
different playground. 
An alum of Fidalgo, 
she says it’s been 
an honor and privi-
lege to teach in the 
school she attended 
herself. There’s so much she will miss, 
though, including the tight camaraderie 

of the staff and all the cards, drawings 
and hugs from her children that tell her 
they like being in her class. “The most 
rewarding part of my job is receiving the 
eye-widening a-ha look on those seven-
year-olds’ faces. It’s finding creative, 
often art-related ways to teach a concept. 
It’s that magical hum that flows through 
my classroom when the kids are excited 
about their own learning.” She admits 
she has continuously learned along with 
them. And now she is ready to learn 
more, to travel more, garden more, sing 
more and play with her grandchildren 
more. 

Eileen Hamilton, Fidalgo  
reading paraeducator

Eileen Hamilton 
has worked in 
Anacortes for 

32 years, 11 in special 
education and 21 in 
reading support. She 
loves seeing how 
much children change 
and grow each year 
and is quick to point 
out that kids learn 
to read differently. 
“What works with one child doesn’t al-
ways work with another. So I’ve learned 
to be flexible… and persistent.” She’s 
going to miss that September excite-
ment and energy that flows through the 
building as the kids return in the fall. 
And she’s grateful to have worked and 
learned from so many teachers in the 
Fidalgo family. Hamilton is now eager 
to spend time with her family, includ-
ing her own parents. She looks forward 
to sewing, gardening and playing. But 
she’ll be back, she promises. ”You will 
see me here volunteering.”

Dee Jackson, Island View  
special education teacher

I have learned 
that what I do 
can impact more 

than just a student; 
it can affect an entire 
family,” said Dee 
Jackson of her 30 
years as a special 
education teacher at 
Island View Elemen-
tary. At one particular 
parent conference, a 

mother thought her son had memorized 
a book when he was asked to read aloud 
to her. When Jackson confirmed that he 
was indeed reading it, the mother broke 
into tears and exclaimed she was told he 
would never read. Thus began the long 
standing Island View tradition of Read-
ers’ Tea, where children read to their 
parents and grandparents. Jackson says 
she is going to miss her Island View fam-
ily very much but will be back to sub for 
sure as it’s such a big part of who she is. 

Virginia Tiland, Mt. Erie  
office assistant 

Dancing in pil-
lowcases with 
10 of her col-

leagues at the school 
talent show is one 
of Virginia Tiland’s 
fondest memories. 
She says that her Mt. 
Erie family will be 
missed, both her col-
leagues and children 
at the school. Tiland 
started her 22-year career in the special 
education department, moving around 
to different schools until finally landing 
at Mt. Erie. She recalls one very reward-
ing moment when working at the pool 
with a third grader with physical dis-
abilities. After a month of hard work, the 
student finally let go and began treading 
water. “The look on her face was price-
less! She was so proud of herself. That 
was a joy to be a part of.” Tiland is look-
ing very forward to golfing three times a 
week, making yard art to sell and fund-
raising for Seattle Children’s Hospital. 

Jennifer Immel, AHS  
special education teacher

For a brief period, 
Jennifer Immel 
worked as an 

education special-
ist, writing tests and 
doing teacher train-
ings, but aside from 
that, she has been 
a special education 
teacher for 44 years, 
19 at Anacortes High 
School. One of the 
best things for her is seeing the growth 
her students make. “Knowing they have 
a future ahead of them and that they are 
capable is very rewarding,” she said. Her 
years in special education have taught 
her a lot about herself and what her own 
strengths and weaknesses are. She’s 
not sure what’s next, but she is looking 
forward to having time to figure it out, 
do more quilting, and dig a little deeper 
into her family history.

“
Jennifer Immel

Sally Le Maister

Dee Jackson

Virginia Tiland

Marcy Olsen

Teresa Kasch-Lewis

Rondi Peth

Jean Lungren

Eileen Hamilton

Dr. Erika McPhee-Shaw is a parent 
of two middle school students 
and an environmental sciences 

professor at Western’s Huxley College. 
She is the former director of Shannon 
Point Marine Center and played an 
integral part in the partnership between 
the marine center and the district. The 
partnership has led to science camps for 
kids during spring break, conference 
weeks and even summer break.

Governor Inslee recently signed 
into legislation funding for a new 
Marine, Coastal and Watershed 
Sciences degree program at Western. 
You were instrumental in making 
that happen. How do you feel? 

I’m excited. Funding will expand 
Western students’ access to the center. 
We hope it will bring a steady flow of 
university students, which is a great op-
portunity for our town. Mayor Gere and 
the City Council saw the worth in this 
program and put them on their legisla-
tive list of priorities.

What would you like kids to 
know about science and these 
opportunities?

Science is about curiosity above all 

else. It’s not about being “good” at sci-
ence. It’s really about asking questions 
and the need to keep asking questions. 

So, anyone who is curious by nature 
will find a fascination with some kind 
of science. Another myth to bust is that 

you have to be exposed to science early 
to succeed. While it’s wonderful for 
children to experience hands-on science 
at an early age, I want kids to know they 
can enter a science field at any stage 
in their lives. There’s no reason to be 
intimidated by it. 

How did you become interested in 
science?

I grew up in a family of engineers, 
farmers and scientists and was sur-
rounded by people who were interested 
in nature. In high school I fell in love 
with physics, which then became my 
major in college. 

What’s a science phenomenon you 
find fascinating? 

 Wave physics and how waves move 
things around in the world. For ex-
ample, in the coastal ocean, my research 
groups have studied how slow, deep, 
subsurface waves we cannot see move 
low-oxygen water from deep waters 
into shallow kelp reef environments. I’m 
also fascinated by sediment transport 
and how waves and currents move sand 
and sediment around in lots of different 
environments – rivers, beaches or giant 
submarine canyons.

INTERVIEW:  
Western Washington professor Erika McPhee-Shaw

Western Washington University professor Erika McPhee-Shaw helped launch science learn-
ing programs at Shannon Point Marine Center for local students, as well as a new program 
of study in marine, coastal and watershed sciences for Western students. 

“I am grateful to just 
bear witness and be a 
part of their growth. 
Teenagers are the 
most fair and open 
group of beings on 
the planet, and to 
have had the chance 
to collaborate with 
staff to help the kids 
has been a privilege,” 
she said. Despite be-
ing tempted by the brand new building, 
Lungren knew the transition was a per-
fect opportunity for her to retire. She’s 
going to take a year to figure out what 
retirement looks like, but knows it will 
involve spending more time with her 
children and grandchildren, creating a 
family cookbook and writing a children’s 
book with former student Laura Andrich 
(class of 2010).

“Every child can succeed, and it’s been a privilege teaching 
these children how to be productive citizens in their com-
munity. They have taught me patience and love in return.”

Teresa Kasch-Lewis

RETIREES
FROM PAGE 1
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IN BRIEFFor the first time in 
school history, the 
AHS cheer team not 

only qualified for state, but 
walked away with second 
place. The competition 
took place last winter, 
but the team, 17 members 
strong, is already looking 
ahead to next year.

Coach Liz Raabe, new 
this year, is proud of the 
team’s achievements. But 
above that, she highlights 
the role of cheerleaders in 
the school and out in the 
community. 

Raising school spirit 
and morale is an impor-
tant part of the job.

Junior Cassie Ausland 
says the team goes out 
of its way to represent 
the school and deserves 
respect, as they are not 
the stereotypical cheer-
leaders.

“I’ve played competi-
tive soccer and volley-
ball, and cheer is just as 
difficult physically,” she 
said. “But it’s more than 
athleticism. If there’s one 
thing I want people to 
know it’s that we show 

up to every game and are 
ambassadors for Ana-
cortes.” 

Grueling prep
Practices can be gruel-

ing both physically and 
mentally. The strength 
needed for lifting, 
jumping, tumbling and 
building – combined with 
hours of rehearsing dance 
routines – is evidence 
enough that cheerleading 
is indeed a sport. Head 
injuries, pulled muscles, 
twists and sprains, 
plus plenty of bruises 
can make it an intense 
endeavor. Team members 
must also build strong 
trust, as they throw and 
catch each other, often in 
high pressure, high vis-
ibility performances.

In addition to cheering 
at all football and bas-
ketball games, the squad 
has its own competitions, 
much like any other 
sport. Teams register to 
compete in two catego-
ries. Game Day competi-
tion, in which the team 
took second in state, 

involves a band dance, 
the fight song routine and 
a few cheers. Traditional 
competition includes 
a more choreographed 
routine complete with re-
quired jumps, tumbling, 
stunts and pyramids.

Quality coaching
Much of the credit 

for the team’s success 
this year goes to Coach 
Raabe, who jumped on 
board and has committed 
100 percent. 

“She has sacrificed her 
time and put cheer first 
which really shows,” 
said junior Monica 
Luevanos. “At the end 
of the day after all her 
tough coaching, we love 
her, and we know she 
loves us.”

Raabe’s approach is 
to find each individual’s 
strengths and skills to 
help them perform at 
their highest ability. Do-
ing well in competition 
clearly brings joy and 
pride to the cheerleaders.

But they get so much 
more out of it than that, 
says junior Serena Rivas.

“We build really deep 
relationships working 
so closely for hours and 
hours each day,” she 
said.  “And we learn 
the importance of being 
kind.”

Luevanos adds that 
teamwork, leadership 
skills and confidence are 
also positive benefits that 
keep the team cohesive. 

The sport does come 
with significant financial 
strings. Registration fees, 
uniforms, camps and 
even music, are all costs 
the team must bear. As a 

result, a good deal of fun-
draising occurs through-
out the year.

On the horizon for 
the team is the Univer-
sal Cheer Association-
sponsored summer camp 
where cheerleaders will 
spend 12 to 14 hours a 
day attending clinics 
on safety requirements, 
leadership and dance. 
They will also compete 
against teams from all 
over Washington state. 

This year the team 
competed only twice be-
fore qualifying for state, 
but next year’s goal is to 
attend five competitions, 
in both categories. And 
to win the state title, of 
course, says Ausland.

And who knows? 
With the addition of 
cheerleading to the 2020 
Olympics, we might just 
see a Seahawk or two 
representing Anacortes 
on the big stage.

New basketball, football 
coaches at AHS

The district selected Nate 
Dunham as Anacortes 

High School’s new head 
girls’ basketball coach 
and Chris Hunter as head 
football coach. Both men 
bring extensive experience 
as players and coaches. 

Dunham, an Anacortes 
Middle School math teacher, 

has 
coached 
both 
men and 
women 
in all age 
groups. 
He was se-
lected from 
a pool 
of well-

qualified candidates both 
for his coaching experience 
and leadership abilities, said 
Erik Titus, district athletics 
and activities director. 

Hunter, who recently 
retired from NAS Whid-

bey, has 
taught at 
Burlington-
Edison’s 
NJROTC 
program 
and 
coached 
for their 
football 
team. 

Hunter is a proven leader 
and motivator of students, 
said Titus. 

The district would 
also like to thank former 
coaches Ken Welk and 
Dick Freier for their many 
years of commitment to 
Anacortes athletics. 

“We are excited about 
bringing both Coach Dun-
ham and Coach Hunter 
into our program,” said 
Titus. “Both men bring a 
unique set of qualifications 
to lead and inspire our 
student athletes.”

Dunham and Hunter will 
assume their coaching roles 
this fall and winter, though 
Anacortes families may 
see them on the courts and 
fields this summer with 
camps to get players ready 
for a competitive year. 
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Cheer squad completes successful season

The AHS cheer team captured second place in state com-
petition earlier this year. 'We show up to every game and 
are ambassadors for Anacortes,' said junior Cassie Ausland. 

Juniors Analisa Maes, Serena Joy, Monica Luevanos and 
Cassie Ausland emphasize relationships, kindness and 
trust as core values of the team. 

ASF awards $180,000 in scholarships 

Georgia Stultz, Jake LaSalle, Jayda Jameson and Brandon 
Cross joined nearly 100 students in earning scholarships 
from the Anacortes Schools Foundation. The scholarships 
are supported by individual and family donations to ASF. 

On May 23, nearly 
100 students 
– mostly AHS 

seniors and a handful of 
college students – joined 

their families in Brod-
niak Auditorium for 
the Anacortes Schools 
Foundations Scholarship 
Ceremony. ASF awarded 

more than $180,000 this 
year with amounts rang-
ing from $500 to $10,000. 

Scholarships were pre-
sented to students plan-
ning to attend two and 
four-year colleges, as well 
as technical schools. Oth-
er awards went to AHS 
alumni already in college. 

Here’s what a few re-
cipients had to say upon 
receiving their scholar-
ships.

Georgia Stultz is off to 
Chapman University 

to study nursing. “I was 
very happy to get this 
particular scholarship 
because it represents 
what I’m most interested 
in: community service 
and giving back. This 
is my passion, and it 
means a lot to receive 
this award.”

Jake LaSalle wants to 
study business and 

interior design. He will 
travel to New Zea-
land and then head to 
Whatcom Community 
College. “I was over-
whelmed when my name 
was called for this schol-
arship, and I got pretty 
emotional. This will 
make a huge difference 
in decreasing my debt.”

Jayda Jameson plans to 
attend Skagit Valley 

College while working to 
save money for her long-
term goal of studying 

psychology at Western 
Washington University. 
“I was shocked because 
my name was the first 
one called. I was so ex-
cited walking up to the 
stage, and this scholar-
ship is a huge financial 
help to me. This award 
memorializes a man who 
always wanted to attend 
college, which is very 
meaningful. I’m grateful 
that I now have an op-
portunity that I wouldn’t 
otherwise have.”

Brandon Cross will at-
tend Western Wash-

ington University to pur-
sue a law career, starting 
with a major in political 
science. “The donors have 
a family history in law, so 
it means a great deal to 

me that they are willing 
to take a chance on me 
as I pursue my dream of 
becoming a lawyer. I’m 
extremely grateful.”

In addition to award-
ing college scholarships 
each spring, the founda-
tion provides other sup-
port such as preschool 
scholarships; STEM 
programs, such as Island 
Adventures marine ex-
ploration, Kid Wind en-
ergy project and  SPARK 
Museum field trips; and 
Ready to Learn Fair. 

To donate, visit 
asfkids.org or contact 
executive director Marta 
McClintock at marta@
anacortesschoolsfounda-
tion.org.

Student body president Michael Mantell reflects the grati-
tude of the senior class. Graduation is June 13 at Seahawk 
Stadium. It will feature guest speaker Major Scott Smiley, 
the Army's first active-duty, blind officer and its first blind 
company commander. 

Nate Dunham

Chris Hunter

Community!
Class of 2018

THANK YOU,
Anacortes  
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ALUMNI INTERVIEW:  

Student Naval aviator Lucas Papadakis (AHS '11)

Lucas Papadakis graduated from the Naval 
Academy in 2015.

Girls track captures 2nd place 
in state tournament

AHS girls’ track team finished second at the state track meet with wins 
by Heather Hanson in the 800M, Skye Hopper in the triple jump (37’5 
¼”, school record) and Hanson, Hopper, Leah Yanega and Halley Geist 
in the 4x400 (3:57:5, school record). Brad Templeton is the head coach. 
Photos by Northwest Sports Photography.

800 meters
“I was confident going into the 800 but as the start time approached, 
I got more nervous. After the first lap, my strategy was working. I was 
out in the lead, and I knew I was going to win it." Heather Hanson 

Triple jump
“Winning the triple jump was 
something I had thought about a 
lot and had always aimed for, but 
I wasn’t sure I could achieve it. 
Then everything just fell into place. 
I actually won with my first jump, 
but didn’t break my record until 
a few jumps later.” Skye Hopper

4x400 relay
“It’s weird to think that relay was 
my last high school race. I feel a 
sense of accomplishment, like all 
my work has finally paid off. Track 
will always hold a special place in 
my heart.” Halley Geist

Dogs on Call recently won the Community Leadership Award from the Washington Association of School 
Administrators for volunteer work with their therapy dogs in Anacortes schools. Pictured are: Deb Hall 
and Mojo Magic (poodle puppy) Chris Hill and Mac (Australian shepherd), Wendy Dahlstrom and Nabi 
(miniature Australian shepherd), Marty Pease and Ramus (labrador retriever), Claudia Peters and Monroe 
(golden retriever), Colette Arvidson and Tokyo (labrador retriever), Annie McGary and Esther (golden 
retriever), Noriko Fitz-Gerald and Lucy (mixed breed), Sarah Broderick and Titan (golden retriever) and 
Marie Padovan and Ryder (Belgian malinois). 

AHS teachers Joe Furin and Victor 
Garcia attended Island Hospital 
Foundation’s New York-themed 
annual gala in April to raise 
money for cancer research. The 
foundation also supports mental 
health and social work at the 
middle and high school.

Cap Sante student Kenny Fey Graves and AHS student Ceana Dyer 
joined superintendent Mark Wenzel on May 30 at the Northwest 
Career and Technical Academy in Mt. Vernon, where they were rec-
ognized as ‘most employable’ students in the construction trades and 
culinary arts programs.

Sherry Chavers 
earned recent rec-
ognition as the 2018 
recipient of the Brod-
niak Cultural Educa-
tion Award. A retired 
teacher, Chavers 
champions poetry 
and relationships in her 
volunteer work across 
the district.

You went to the Naval Acad-
emy. How does it compare to 
other competitive four-year 

colleges? 
Academically, the academy is very 

similar to other colleges in that it offers a 
variety of majors and minors in various 
areas of study. Midshipmen take more 
core courses than their peers at most 
other universities, covering topics such 
as ethics, leadership, seamanship, history 
and weapon systems. 

What about the structure of the 
school? 

Midshipmen live in a military environ-
ment, wear a uniform daily, and are orga-
nized into companies within the overall 
brigade. Upperclassmen are responsible 
for training the freshman midshipmen 
("plebes"), and the overall conduct of 
their company. Midshipmen must also 
take courses in swimming, sailing, box-
ing, wrestling, martial arts, as well as 
participate in an athletic team, whether 
that is intramural or Division I level. Over 
the summers, they participate in training 
around the country and abroad, gaining 
exposure to various ship, submarine, 
aircraft, and Marine units.

 
What was the best thing about the 
Academy? 

Due to the intense nature of the four 
years at Annapolis, you form very close 
friendships with those in your graduating 
class, especially within your company. 

Those bonds are the best reward of my 
Naval Academy experience. Following 
graduation, we have been spread across 
the country and world, but whenever 
we run into each other, it's great to catch 
up and hear all about what everyone has 
been up to. My classmates are currently 
serving on ships and submarines, leading 
Marine and SEAL units, and piloting 
helicopters and aircraft around the globe. 
Among them are some of the greatest 
individuals I've ever met, and I'm proud 
to be able to serve alongside them.

What was the hardest thing? 
The hardest part of USNA was balanc-

ing the military training with my academ-

ic coursework. Going through an engi-
neering syllabus at a respected university 
is hard enough on its own, so adding the 
responsibilities of training underclass-
men and helping run the company can 
be quite the challenge. Prioritization 
and planning are essential to succeed at 
USNA. Sometimes this meant recognizing 
when you were incapable of taking on 
additional responsibilities, and learn-
ing to decline additional roles if it meant 
degrading your ability to lead.

What is the overall path of flight 
school?

Following commissioning and selection 
for aviation training, all students report to 
Pensacola, Florida for Aviation Preflight 
Indoctrination (API), which consists of 
a few months of swimming, survival 
training, and classroom study of basic 
aerodynamics, engineering, and weather. 
After API, student pilots then move on to 
primary flight training in either Florida or 
Texas, where they learn to fly a turboprop 
trainer aircraft. Following primary, stu-
dents proceed to intermediate/advanced 
training for their assigned platforms. 
These aircraft range from helicopters to 
fixed wing patrol aircraft to tactical jets. 
Upon completion of their aircraft-specific 
training, students are awarded their 
wings and sent out to the fleet. 

What’s your current status? 
I am currently in intermediate jet train-

ing in Meridian, Mississippi, flying the T-
45C Goshawk, the Navy’s jet trainer. Flight 

training is rigorous but satisfying, and 
at times thrilling. While in Meridian, I’ll 
receive training in instrument navigation, 
formation flying, low-level navigation and 
reconnaissance, basic fighter maneuvers, 
bombing and carrier operations.

How did ASD prepare you for life 
after high school? 

Thanks to AHS's AP courses, I was 
able to get a semester ahead at USNA 
from the very beginning. Because of that, 
I was eligible to begin my master’s in 
aerospace engineering at the University 
of Maryland during my senior year at the 
academy. During my senior year of high 
school, teachers and administration saw 
that there was sufficient demand for AP 
Calculus BC and Physics courses that were 
not usually offered, and created them for 
my classmates and me. The ability of the 
faculty to adapt to the needs of our class 
helped lead to my success. Also, athletics 
at AHS taught me mental toughness and 
discipline. The hours of practice on the 
track, in the mat room, and on the base-
ball field helped impress upon me that 
success does not come without hard work 
and preparation. The intensity of physical 
competition prepared me for many chal-
lenges I faced as a plebe at USNA. 

What are your hopes and dreams 
for the future? 

Upon completing flight school, I hope 
to be assigned to NAS Whidbey to fly 
the E/A-18G Growler. After that, I'll see 
where my career in the Navy takes me.


